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Respected Members of the Legislative Assembly, 

It is my immense pleasure to address the first session of 

the Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly for the calendar year 

2024. I extend my warm greetings to all members of this 

house. 

2. The Sixth Legislative Assembly of Chhattisgarh was 

formed in December 2023. In my address during the 

inaugural session of the newly formed assembly on 

December 20, 2023, I expressed my commitment that My 

Government is dedicated to initiate a new era of good 

governance in Chhattisgarh, inspired by the ideals and 

principles of the visionary former Prime Minister, late Shri 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and the current Prime Minister, Shri 

Narendra Modi. I am pleased to state that in the brief span 

since its formation, My Government has undertaken decisive 

actions to honour the promises made to our citizens, thereby 

bringing a new era ofjustice, relief, and development across 

the state. 

3. My Government has swiftly initiated the 

implementation of the concept of "Samridh Kisan-Sampann 

Pradesh" ('Prosperous Farmer-Prosperous state'). On revered 
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Atal ji's Birth anniversary, celebrated as 'Good Governance 

Day' on December 25, the pending bonus for two years, for 

more than 12 lakh farmers, amounting Rs. 3716 crore, has 

been transferred to bank accounts of the farmers. 

4. A commitment to purchase 21 quintals of paddy per 

acre from farmers has been honoured, and a transparent and 

efficient system for paddy procurement has been established. 

This has led to Chhattisgarh achieving the record of highest 

paddy procurement in the state this year. 

5. The motto "Janjati Utthan — Pradesh Ka Maan" 

encapsulates the ethos of this Government, reflecting our 

deep-seated commitment to the upliftment of Scheduled 

Tribes. It embodies our proactive and positive approach 

towards every aspect of tnbal life, affirming our dedication to 

their well-being and advancement. Swift action will be taken 

on various subjects, ranging from children's education to the 

culture of the entire community, healthcare, essential 

infrastructure, employment, and overall improvement of 

quality of life. 

6. Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyay Maha Abhiyan 

(PM-JANMAN) aims to provide essential facilities to 

particularly vulnerable tribal groups (PVTGs) like Baiga, 
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Kamars, Pahadi Korwa, Birhor, and Abujhmadia. My 

Government is determined to build basic amenities including 

permanent homes, connecting roads, hostels, clean drinking 

water, electrification, multifunctional centers, Anganwadi 

centers, and forest resource centers. In addition, we plan to 

establish mobile towers and enhance vocational education 

and skills for their overall development. 

Under PM-JANMAN operation, special attention is 

given to the health of particularly vulnerable tribal groups. 

For health check-ups, treatment, and distribution of 

medicines, 66 mobile medical units are being used. 

7. My Government will accord high preference to 

increase the means of livelihood associated with all minor 

forest produce, including tendu leaves, mahua, and tamarind. 

The Government is determined to provide a minimum 

support price of Rs 5500 per standard bag for tendu leaf 

collection, along with a bonus of up to Rs 4500 to collectors. 

Various schemes will be implemented to benefit collectors 

and their families, promoting their health, education, and 

comprehensive development. Besides, efforts will be made to 

address regional imbalances in development, empower local 
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residents to seize new opportunities, and explore new 

possibilities. 

8. The decision to provide permanent housing to 

approximately 18 lakh beneficiaries deprived of the benefits 

of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana was taken in the very first 

cabinet meeting. This will bring a hope to housing-deprived 

families in rural areas. Meanwhile, My Government is 

actively progressing towards fulfilling the 'Jal Jeevan 

Mission' to ensure 100 per cent coverage of clean water 

supply to every household. This stands as a significant 

example of my government's commitment to ensuring justice 

and a compassionate perspective. 

9. My Government is committed to strengthening the 

grassroots level governance through a strong Panchayati Raj 

system, aiming to bring quality infrastructure and new 

livelihood opportunities to the villages. This initiative is set to 

empower rural areas in the state by fostering economic self-

reliance, preserving traditional values, and creating new 

centers of strength for social awareness. 

10. My Government is working towards further 

strengthening the public distribution system. The 'One Nation 

One Ration Card' scheme, featuring biometric authentication 
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through e-POS machines, has been introduced. Under the 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, My Government 

has decided to provide free rice until December 2028. This 

initiative will benefit 67.94 lakh priority, Antyodaya, single 

destitute women, and disabled ration cardholders in 

Chhattisgarh by providing them with eligible rice on a 

monthly basis. 

11. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has played a 

significant role in making the lives of women easier. Under 

this scheme, more than 36 lakh new gas connections have 

been issued in the state so far. This facility will also be 

extended to 100 per cent eligible beneficiaries. 

12. My Government has taken a decision to equip the 

police force with new facilities to strengthen them for the 

effective execution of their duties. Simultaneously, a 

compassionate approach has been adopted to address their 

issues from a humane perspective. The police force will be 

provided with modern weapons, communication tools, and 

other necessary equipment to enhance their quality. In 

addition, a project with an estimated cost of around Rs 

201 crore will be swiftly completed to develop police 

infrastructure in Maoist-affected areas. 
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My Government stands resolute in establishing the rule 

of law throughout the state, with a firm commitment to 

eradicating the maoist-terrorist menace entirely from 

Chhattisgarh. Our foremost objective is to prioritize the 

provision of essential amenities, education, and healthcare in 

Maoist-affected areas. 

13. My Government, recognizing the challenging service, 

dedication, and commitment of police personnel, has taken 

the decision to provide a weekly off of one day to officers 

from constable to inspector level in field areas. In Maoist-

affected and difficult regions, district police force personnel 

will be granted an 8-day leave once every 3 months in place of 

the weekly off. Guidelines regarding eligibility and the 

process for availing leave have been issued. 

14. Acknowledging the rich tapestry of Chhattisgarh's 

natural landscapes, diverse indigenous cultures, myriad 

festivals celebrated by different communities, and the 

significant centers of faith cherished by the populace, My 

Government is chalking out a comprehensive strategy for the 

development of culture and tourism. A project is underway to 

develop five 'Shakti Peeths' - Kudargarh, Chandrapur, 

Ratanpur, Dantewada, and Dongargarh - on the lines of the 

-6- 



Char Dham pilgrimage. Similarly, local specialties will be 

highlighted to make them centers for tourism development. 

15. Raj im Kumbh (Kaip) is not only the confluence of three 

sacred rivers but also develops a convergence of faith, 

harmony, and local progress. With unwavering dedication, 

My Government is actively endeavouring to elevate Rajim 

Kumbh (Kalp) to a revered place on the pilgrimage map, both 

nationally and globally. 

16. The consecration of the idol of Lord Shri Ram in 

Ayodhya has ignited unparalleled enthusiasm and devotion 

across the globe. In a bid to amplify this fervour, My 

Government is extending support to 5000 registered 

Ramayan Mandalis and Bhajan Mandalis through 

encouragement sum. In addition, My Government is also 

fulfilling its promise of launching 'Shri Ram Lalaa Darshan 

Yojana' exclusively for the residents of Chhattisgarh. This 

initiative will afford thousands of pilgrims the opportunity to 

get on a sacred journey to Ayodhya, including visits to the 

Kashi Vishwanath Temple corridor witnessing of the Ganga 

Aarti, each year. 

-7- 



17 The fact that nearly 44 per cent of Chhattisgarh's 

geographical area is covered by forest land is a source of 

immense pride for our state's residents. Forest resources not 

only play a pivotal role in maintaining environmental balance 

but also significantly contribute to the regional economy. In 

alignment with this, the Government is committed to 

conserving and enhancing our rich forest heritage, utilizing 

various financial resources including CAMPA funds. We will 

develop environmentally sustainable livelihood resources for 

forest dwellers and for those who are reliant on forests. 

Through the promotion ofjoint forest management, we aim to 

bolster the involvement of forest dwellers in forest 

management. Furthermore, we have launched the "Project 

Baghwaa" to take significant steps in increasing the 

population of tigers and ensuring their safety. 

18. My Government has formulated a comprehensive 

strategy for the overall development of the youth, with a focus 

on developing quality, value-based, and employment-

oriented educational infrastructure from school to college. 

The establishment of an 'Innovation Hub' in Science Center 

Raipur aims to make students proficient in innovation and 

creative activities. Specialized facilities including sports 
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academies, Khelo India Centers, and sports stadia, will be 

developed in all districts of the state according to specific 

requirements of the districts. In line with the promises made, 

my government is taking concrete steps to implement the new 

National Education Policy across the entire state. 

19. In light of complaints regarding irregularities in the 

recruitment process conducted by the State Public Service 

Commission, My Government has decided to initiate a CBI 

investigation. We have extended the period of the maximum 

age limit relaxation for local residents of Chhattisgarh, 

applying for government services, for further five years. It is 

our firm belief that these measures will help in restoring the 

confidence of students and youth, thereby better equipping 

them to compete in various fields. 

20. My Government remains steadfast in its commitment 

to ensuring the holistic well-being, safety, and wholesome 

development of women and children. Various impactftil 

initiatives such as the 'Mukhyamantri Baal Sandarbh Yojana', 

'Vajan Tyohaar', 'Purak Poshan Ahar Yojana', and Ready-to-

Eat Nutrition Food have been successfully implemented to 

combat malnutrition. Building upon these achievements, my 

government is dedicated to advancing these initiatives while 
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introducing new dimensions to further augment their 

effectiveness. 

We have resolved to expand and enhance facilities such 

as the 'Sakhi-One-Stop Center', Women Helpline, 'Beti 

Bachao-Beti Padhao Yoj ana', 'Chhattisgarh Mahila Kosh', 

and 'Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah Yojana'. Through 

appropriate schemes, we aim to honour and empower the 

'Matru Shakti' (mothers). 

21. To aid married women in fulfilling their social 

responsibilities, My Government has decided to launch the 

'Mahtari Vandan Yojana'. This scheme is an initiative to fulfil 

the promise of providing annual financial assistance of 

Rs 12000. 

22. My Government is dedicated to the comprehensive 

development of infrastructure across the state. This includes 

the construction of well-maintained roads, ensuring sufficient 

irrigation and drinking water supply, providing continuous 

and high-quality electricity, enhancing healthcare facilities, 

and delivering transparent public services using 

technological innovations and generating employment 

opportunities in the IT sector and other industries. 
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23. My Government is dedicated to speeding up industrial, 

commercial, and professional activities by wisely utilizing 

diverse resources in the state. While striving for significant 

revenue growth, equal emphasis is placed on generating 

abundant employment opportunities across various sectors. 

The objective is to empower each individual in the state and 

promote comprehensive development. 

24. Free medication and counselling is being provided to 

all sickle cell patients, aiming to eradicate sickle cell anemia 

from the state. 

25 My Government is committed to creating an ideal 

investment environment in the state, ensuring legal 

protection for both investors and the public. Every provision, 

including compensation and rehabilitation packages, will be 

prioritized to serve the welfare of the public. 

26. My Government is committed to realizing the vision of 

Antyodaya. It will continuously evaluate actions to achieve 

sustainable development goals. An 'Indicator Framework' 

will be utilized for this purpose at the state and district levels. 

The use of modern tools such as the 'Atal Portal' will be 

employed for obtaining reliable and quality data for issues 

related to development. 
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27. This era is characterized by rapid advancements in the 

realms of knowledge and science. It is vital for elected 

representatives, alongside citizens, to be equipped with the 

latest information and technology to effectively compete on 

both national and global fronts. It is my heartfelt wish that all 

members of the Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly will reach 

new heights of public welfare and development through 

innovative thinking and the utilization of cutting-edge 

resources. 

I trust in your ability to set ambitious goals and 

diligently strive towards achieving them with unwavering 

dedication and hard work. May your contributions further 

enhance the esteemed stature and prominence of 

Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly. 

Jai Hind, Jai Chhattisgarh. 
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