Hon'ble chairperson and chief guest
Mrs. Meira Kumar, Speaker Lok Sabha,
Hon'ble Deputy Chairman Rajya Sabha Mr. K. Rahman
Khan, Hon'ble Deputy Chairman Senate of Pakistan
Janab Mir Jan Muhammad Khan Jamali,
Hon'ble Deputy Speaker, Lok Sabha
Shri Karia Munda, Hon'ble Secretary-General
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
Dr. William F. Shija, Hon'ble distinguished
Representatives of National and Provincial Assemblies
from the Member countries Bangladesh, Maldives,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka of Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association India and Asia Region,

All the Hon'ble delegates from State Branches of Indian
Union, Hon'ble Ministers, Hon'ble Members of
Parliament, Secretaries- General, Principal Secretaries,
Secretaries, invited dignitaries, officials
and media-persons

At the opening ceremony of 4th India and Asia
Region Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
Conference in the newly carved state of Chhattisgarh. I
extend my heartiest greetings. On this occasion first of all
I express my sincere gratitude to honourable Chairperson
and Speaker Lok Sabha Smt. Meira Kumar, who has kindly
consented to hold this prestigious conference in
Chhattisgarh State. It is with her inspiration and guidence,
it could have been possible to host such a big event.
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Rich in glorious traditions of extending warm
reception to the guest established by Mata Shabri it is
indeed a matter of pride that the distinguished delegates
from India, its states and neighbouring countries
Bangladesh, Maldives, Pakistan and Srilanka are
assembled in the magnificent premises of this apex
democratic institution of the State of Chhattisgarh.

The State of Chhattisgarh was carved out from earst
while state of Madhya Pradesh as 26th state of Indian
Union on Ist November, 2000. It is second occasion in a
decade when Legislatures of India have gathered in the
premises of this apex democratic Institution but it is maider:
occasion when delegates of neighbouring countries with
parliamentary form of governance have assembled her=.
At this historical occasion I welcome you all from the core
of heart.

On this historical occasion I would like to apprise
you about historical, spiritual and mythologica!
background of Chhattisgarh State.

Chhattisgarh has been crowned with glory for being
the birth place of Kaushalya the mother of our adorable
deity Shri Ram. In our mythological scriptures Varaah
Mihir, Jyotish Purana, Vishnu Purana and Vaayu Purana
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and in documents of Pandu Dynasty, this region has been

mentioned as "Dakshin Kausal". The history of .

Chhattisgarh bears witness to several empires. Royal
dynasties like Saatvaahan, Meghvansh Vakatak and
Chalukya have ruled the region. There is limitless
depository of unique resources in the jewel-impregnated-
earth-womb of Chhattisgarh, besides this there is treasure
of interesting historical facts in her bowels. There is a
“belief, because of 36 garh (citadel) existed in this region
was named as Chhattisgarh. According to gazetteer of
Raipur district of 1973, 18 garh (citadel) were on the south
of Shivnath river- the Raipur kingdom and 18 garh (citadel)
were on the Northern side of Shivnath river- the Ratanpur
Kingdom. Another school of thought suggests that the word
"Chhattisgarh" has been derived out of "Chedishgarh" as
the rulers of Chedish dynasty had their kmgdc-m in this
region for many years.

The hallmark of civilization and culture of
Chhattisgarh is its unique identity. The inherent link
between the gone-bye era and contemporary age is still
potential even today, in the civilization of this region, which
is more than five thousand years old. The Buddhist
monasteries constructed by Ashoka in Bastar, the relics of
the ancient civilization of Sirpur still narrate the tale of
glorious epoch and its legacy. The rich tradition of theatre
of the region, the most ancient cave like theatre in Ramgarh
is also vindication of great civilization of this place.The
dance of Raigarh Gharana, Asia's one and only university
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dedicated to Music and fine Arts in Khairagarh the
Spectacular Baster Dussera, the Rajiv Lochan Dham of
Rajim also known as Prayag of Chhattisgarh, Bhoramdeo-
Popularly known as Khajuraho of Chhattisgarh or for that
matter the "Bhikshuni" Vihar of Turturiya - these are all
acknowledged to be the splendid vindication of our
historical and archeological heritage and animated proofs
of rich architectural excellence.

Chhattisgarh is a State of cultural magnificence,
where simplicity, plainness and goodness are mingled in

_the people's life. The exquisitely attractive folk art is
another specific characteristic of this state, which has
earned international acclaim as well.

The stage plays of legendary Habeeb Tanvir have
been acclaimed world over. Similarly Pandwani exponent
Teejan Bai, Pandwani Guru Shri Jhaduram Devangan
Panthi dance exponent Devdas Banjare and Bharthari
performer Surujbai Khande have also carved a niche for
themselves as phenomenal folk artistes and thereby
established Chhattisgarh in the international fraternity of
artand culture. Panthi, Pandwani, Karma, Bharthari, Suwa-
Geet, Jas-Geet, Raut Nacha, Tribal dance are some of the
prominent folk tales of this state.

Cultural and literary affluence of Chhattisgarh has
been its special identity. Litterateurs have crowned the
literary tradition of Chhattisgarh with glory by virtue of
their literary excellence. Some of illustrious litterateurs
like Babu Rewaram, Pinglacharya, Bhanu Kavi, Pandit
Lochan Prasad Pandey, Padmshri Pandit Mukutdhar
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Pandey, Dr. Padumlal Punnalal Bakshi, Dr. Baldev Prasad
Mishra, Gajanan Madhav Muktibodh and Shrikant Verma
have contributed generously to glorify the world of Literature
in Chhattisgarh.

Along with national language Hindi litterateurs of the
State language "Chhattisgarhi" with their writings have
upheld the literary traditions of the State. There has been
constant concerted effort in the direction of development
and expansion of the language with the purpose of
protection and enrichment of the State language
Chhattisgarhi after the formation of the State of
Chhattisgarh

There has been unparalleled contribution of
Chbhattisgarh in the Indian freedom struggle. Here many
such patriots, the valorous servants of the motherland were
born who raised the honour of this soil by their self
sacrifices, Martyr Veer Narayan Singh, revolutionary
Surendra Sai, Gundadhoor, Pandit Sunderlal Sharma, Dr.
Khoobchand Baghel, many such names, whose
performances and personalities are the unique examples of
patriotism.

Chhattisgarh has got a surfeit of mineral resources
of quality with immense productivity and superb bewitching
beauty existing on the surface of the earth is beyond
description. We the natives of Chhattisgarh feel immensely
proud of its historical, archeological and cultural splendour.
The people of Chhattisgarh are hard working and dedicated
towards development and conservation of their
environment. Their rich folklore is main source of
sustenance.
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Steeped in the folklores, the people of Chhattisgarh
are full of life, hard working and irresistible desire for
development with equal source of responsibility towards
environment protectior.

The people of India or of any part of the world cannot
but be amazed and attracted to know the characteristics of
Chhattisgarh. The number of people eager and prompt to
invest in industries along with other areas has ever been
increasing. The number of people eager to know about
Chhattisgarh more intimately has also been increasing
constantly. Having seen this changing scenario it seems
that Chhattisgarh has already launched its journey towards
the pinnacle of prosperity.

This state is also known as "Rice bowl". High breed
and rare quality paddy varieties are cultivated here. The
farmers of Chhattisgarh have established their identity

globally by successfully harvesting these paddy crop and
won international recognition.

As the nature has blessed this state, with huge
greenery, Chhattisgarh is having the third largest forest
cover in the country in terms of total area. Around 59,772
sq km of land is covered with thick forest, which is 44.20
percent of the total area. The rich reserves of diamond,
gold, bauxite, iron ore, dolomite and other precious
minerals have immensely motivated this state to proceed
towards the summit of success. The moment we start the
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exploration of diamond, Chhattisgarh would become the
most prosperous state of the country.

The iron ore found in Bastar is evaluated to be the
quality rich mineral which is exported by the National
Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC). Similarly,
where as the power generation units of National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC), other power plants of
Chhattisgarh State Electricity Company and the private
sector units have made Chhattisgarh a "zero Power Cut"
state. Chhattisgarh is marching towards the path of growth
by supplying power to several other states as well.

The bewitching natural beauty of Surguja and Bastar
coupled with the historical, archeological and cultural glory
1s matter of immense pride for us.

Chhattisgarh has its own place on the political,
cultural and social scenario of the country. Nature's infinite
love and benefication of scholars and thinkers have
endowed it with a unique identity.The generous gift of
nature’ and the blessings of the sages and enlightened
masters have also given a unique identity to this state. We
have always admired and adopted the policy of tolerance,
mutual understanding and collective decision-making,
which are the three main characteristics of democracy. As
a matter of fact, the common people of Chhattisgarh have
immensely contributed in upholding the traditional human
values.
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The present Legislative Assembly of Chhattisgarh is
the third Legislative Assembly with 91 members including
a nominated member of Anglo Indian community. The
Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly has set an exemplary
trend, while successfully following the highest Parliamentary
practices and procedures. This house has always witnessed
an ideal parliamentary atmosphere with desired co-ordination
between the treasury bench and the Opposition.

Chhattisgarh Assembly is the first in the country,
where a rule has been unanimously incorporated in the rules
of procedure and conduct of business that during the course
of debate if any honourable member enters the Well of the
House would get automatically suspended from the
proceedings of the house. Therefore scenes of disrupting
the proceeding of house by entering in the well of House
are rare. |

In the year 2005, the State Assembly had another
moment of pride, when the "All India Conference of
Presiding Officers and Secretaries" had been successfully
organized over here. Today this State Assembly is
witnessing yet another historical day, when the fourth India
and Asia Region Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference
is being inaugurated here.

In a democracy, it is a matter of pride to be a member
of any Legislative Body. This automatically puts an added
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responsibility on the member because the Legislative House
are apex democratic forum. It becomes mandatory for the
member that they ought to be fully concerned with the
section of the society whom they represent.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association has
always been playing a vital role, in ensuring a well-organized
conduct of the people's representative institutions, as also
towards the development of the society. The sole objective
of such an initiative is to strengthen the trust of the common
people towards democratic institutions. In this context, two
main subjects have been decided for discussion in this
"Fourth India and Asia Region Conference". First-
Terrorism and Naxalism: The challenges before democracy
and need for joint effort in the region. Second- food security
and regional cooperation: Role and Responsibility of the
legislature. You are very well aware of the relevance of
both these topics. .

The basic objective of Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association is to strengthen the Parliamentary form of
governance and to make it more effective. Various initiative
have been taken to ascertain the role of elected people’s
representing towards the need and challenges of democratic
nations and also in solving the problem through this
association. '
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The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association has
made efforts to establish the point that in the democratic
system, the parliamentary house is the apex authority and
the elected members can certainly make their best
contribution in solving the problems. The member countries
can benefit each other by sharing their knowledge and
experience. We all are aware that parliamentary chamber is
a sacred place where sentiments of people are reflected.
Hence 1t is very much necessary for the members to utilize
the time to the optimum level and emphasise the topic of
debate with a positive sense. The worth and relevance of
this house depends upon the members views on public
welfare issues. In a large developing country like India and
the member countries, who have ascertained aim to provide
social and economic justice to their common people, it is
essential that the decision-makers and the members of the
parliamentary houses should be more aware towards the
issues of public welfare and people's aspirations and needs.

The main objectives of this conference is to debate
over the common problems of the member countries and
share the experience among each others. It is very much
mandatory in a democratic system, which has adopted the
parliamentary form of governance, that the elected people's
representatives role is extensive and effective their opinion
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on various national and international issues, especially for
the conservation and the furtherance of democratic values.
I am fully confident that the topics taken up in this
conference, and the subsequent conclusion of the debate
on these topics, would prove to be helpful in reaching an
effective solution of the problems, in the time to come.

It is indeed a matter of privilege for entire
Chhattisgarh state that both the topics, selected for the
"Fourth India and Asia Region Conference", are quite
relevant and important not only for India but for the Asia
region as well. Of course, we would all be benefited from
the experience and thoughts to be shared in this conference.
Being a people's representative, we are all associated with
the problems and achievements of any particular region.

As terrorism and Naxalism has affected entire Asia
along with India in the recent past years, food security is
also an equally important issue, on which many countries
of the world are discussing seriously through different
international forum. Our honourable guests and invited
dignitaries would be sharing their views and experiences
on both these topics and definite direction will be obtained
from their experience to solve these problem and with these
experience help in getting the solution.

We have also made an arrangement of visit for all
the distinguished guest and invitees of the Fourth India
and Asia Region Conference, so that they may witness the
places of archeological and historical significance. We
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hope that this would help them to form an idea about the
archeological and cultural glory of Chhattisgarh.

Honourable guests, now, I would like to draw your
kind attention on another issue, which is somewhat
different. One of the members of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, Pakistan had experienced one
of the worst tragedies in its North-West province in August
2010, when flood caused large scale loss of human lives
and property. Similarly several hundreds of people lost
their lives due to cloud burst in Leh. I express my grief
over both of these natural tragedies and pay homage to the
departed souls

It has obviously been a gift for us, to have your
gracious presence in this august function. Although we
have tried our level best, to provide you best hospitality
and make you feel comfortable in your journey and stay, if
you notice any unknown mistake or lapse on our part, we
sincerely apologize for the same, because that would have
occurred only due to our lack of experience, especially in
hosting such a big event.

The guidance of the secretariat of the India Region
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association has been quite
praise-worthy. The Secretary General of Lok Sabha, Rajya
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Sabha, their officers and staff have extended their full
cooperation. This gesture, again, has truly been
laudable.

A this point of time I extend my sincere thanks and
gratitude to renowned Hon. Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh
Dr. Raman Singh Ji for his whole hearted support and co-
operation at every step in organizing this conference. I
would also like to thank his colleagues in the council of
Ministers, Chief Secretary, Secretaries, Officers of State
administration and Shri Devendra Verma, Secretary
Legislature and Ex-Officio Secretary, CPA- Chhattisgarh
Branch and all the officers and staff of the host secretariat
without whose untiring and enthusiastic co-operation the
successful organization of a conference of this magnitude
would not have been possible.

Hon'ble Chairperson of the Conference and all the
distinguished Delegates, I am once again grateful to all of
you for your esteemed participation in this conference. I
am sure that your stay at Raipur - the Capital city of
"Credible Chhattisgarh" must have been comfortable,
pleasant and memorable one.

In the end, I conclude with the hope that the
deliberation which takes place in this conference will not

only strengthen the democratic polity but will also add"

luster to it.
Thank you,

Jai Hind, Jai Chhattisgarh
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